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The longer evenings and the approaching darkness will provide us opportunities to spend more time with our families at home.    It is a time to reflect that, “While we try to teach our children all about life, our children teach us what life is all about” (Angela Schwindt).

We have completed our study of the fall of the renowned Roman Empire.  Students identified the factors leading to this vast empire’s rise, height, and fall.  We will turn to this information many times during the year in order to analyze patterns in other empires and civilizations we study. Perhaps you will ask your child to look at these factors in relationship to our own country.  Are there any parallels?  
Next week we will begin the Middle East/Islam Unit. Knowing and understanding other religions and cultures will bring about a perspective of life that, hopefully, can aid in tolerance and understanding. While working on Chapters 3 and 4 on the Middle East, we will also discuss current events that will help us make connections over time.  Please note, the day following our social studies tests is generally set aside for sharing and making personal connections to that empire.  If you have experience to speak, share pictures, cook, or have any other expertise that relates to the topic of study, please let us know.   See our weekly schedule for important dates.

We have spent several weeks reading and analyzing literature.  We discuss like “scholars.”  Try this at home over any topic…it could be entertaining(. Students have been discussing the various internal and external conflicts facing the main characters. They have also been practicing literature circle roles becoming discussion directors, passage masters, fortunetellers, language lifters, and travel tracers. 
